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DEFINITIONS OF GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES,. 
WITH INSTRUCTIONS FOR CORRECT 
PRONUNCIATION, FOR THE VAR- 
IOUS HIGHER SCHOOLS. 



A SUPPLEMENT TO EVERY SCHOOL GEOGRAPHY. 

BY 

KONRAD GANZENMULLER, Ph. D. 
THE IBERIAN PENINSULA.* 

Spanish : si^rra^ra.nge of mountains, or mountains, 
mdnte^mountain ; — Iago^=Jacob, James, Ander (for 
Andrds)^= Andrew ; — maydr=gr eater, inendr::= smaller, 
serrdto^ jagged, ox toothed, /z^mrt'ic^ (covered with snow), 
snowy, maladeto (Aragonese), or maldlto (fern, maldlta) 
^cursed (cursed by God), san, sant-=saint, holy. 

The Balearic Islands are distinguished after their 
size ; Majorca (Sp. Mallorca) means the greater 
ISLAND, and Minorca (Sp. Menorca)^THE smaller 
ISLAND. — Sierra Nevada= snowy mountains. — Mont- 
serrat^the jagged mountain (so called from its ap- 
pearance); — Maladeta=the cursed group of moun- 
tains (so named on account of its wildness). 

Santiago=Saint James (so called in honor of the 
Apostle James, patron of Spain) ; — Santander=saint 
Andrew. 

* This portion of Dr. GanzenmUller's MS. was received too late for the- 
Bulletin of June 30, in which it should have preceded the remarks on France. 
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Definitions of Geographical Names. 567 

Portuguese : serra^mountains, cdbo=^cape ; pdrto^i 
harbor ; — agdr ^hawk ; roca = rock ; — estrdlla = star ; 
sdo^=saint, holy ; o^the (niasc. sing.) ; — de^of, da^of 
the (fem.). 

The AzoRES= ISLANDS OF HAWKS (so Called from the 
great number of hawks found there). — Cabo da Roca 
= THE ROCKY CAPE (the Steep western point of Europe ; 
— Cabo Sao Vicente=cape of saint Vincent, — Serra 
d'Estrella= mountains of the star, or Star Range. 

PoRTO= harbor (also named Oporto^ the harbor). 

Greek: noXtz^city, Iloiasloz^Pompey, vuruz^pine ; — 
l<T-£jO«^ (evening), west ; — ^dXhiv^to sling. 

The PiTYUSEs (in Greek /7fTOoy<T<T«f) = islands of 
pines; — Balearic Islands=islands of slingers (the 
Balearian slingers are celebrated in the military annals 
of antiquity). — HESPERiA(as the Iberian Peninsula was 
named by the ancient Greeks) = THE western country, 
— Pompeiopolis (in Biscayan Pomp-aeld), now Pampluna 
= City of Pompey (its reputed founder). 

Latin : ^/rra= (earth), land, partus^ harbor ; — Ccssar 
^emperor ; — victoria^victory, pax^peace (rest), finis 
^ena ; — novus {^fem. ndvci)^new. 

Cape Finisterre (^finis terrce)^^CKVY. " Landsend." 
— Partus Cale, harbor of Cale, was the original name of 
the modern Porto, and from these two words is derived 
the Latin Portucalia=country about the harbor of 
Cale, now Portugal ; — Pax Augusta, now (in a Span- 
ish corruption) Badajoz= rest of Augustus (the Ro- 
man Emperor) ; — CcBsarea Augusta, now Zaragoza^ 
city of the Emperor Augustus; — Victoria, now Vit- 
ORiA=ciTY OF victory (battle A. D. 1813) ; — Carth- 
ago nova, now Cartagena=new Carthage. 
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Celtic : pyr a, hence the Pyrenees^ mountains ; — 
dur, hence the Duero river. 

BiscAYAN : From ibdrra or the great river was de- 
rived the 'L,2X\Vi.Iberus, the modern Ebro=stream ; and 
from ura^water, and asta^rock is formed the com- 
pound AsTURIA = THE rocky country ON THE WATER, 

or on the sea. 

Phcenician : The ancient Ibusint, the later Ebusus, 
the modern Iviza is synonymous with the Greek 
naoouaaa, and means the island of pines. — Gadir, 
later Gades, now Cadiz=: (hedge), castle (a Phoeni- 
cian settlement). 

Arabian: jestreh:= (island, or also) peninsula; — 
gebel-=^ mountain , wddi^=- river ; gharb=-west ; — dbiad-=- 
white, kSbir-=-great ; — al^the. 

From Gebel al-Tarikvfa.?, derived Gibraltar= moun- 
tain OF Tarik (a Moorish general, who conquered 
this place, a. d. 712). — The Bcetis, etc., see . . . p. 213. 

south and central AMERICA, MEXICO, WEST INDIES.* 

Spanish : islaz^island, cdsta^=coast (coast region), 
cabo^cape, piinta^^^point of land, tl^rra:= land, (region), 
istmo^isthmus, sierra^ mountains, cordillera^a chain, 
or a range of mountains, c^rro^^a ridge of mountain, 
nevddo^= snowy mountain, pico^peak ; rid^river, des- 
aguadero^^a drain; val^^valley, angostura^narrows, 
pdramo^= desert highland; clUddd^city, villa^^town, 
city ; pUdrto (in Portuguese por to), =^ port, harbor, — 
ndrte^north, ecUdddr ::^ equator ; dids^=God, esplritu^ 
spirit or ghost, triniddd:= trinity , salvad6r=^ saviour ; 

* Instructions for pronunciation of Spanish and Portuguese words and names 
have been given on pp. 211-213. 
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pHncipe^^prince ; And^r (^Andr&s), :=^ Andrew, Iago=- 

James, Jose=^Joseph, Jiidn=^John ; mddre^mother ; 

Lucia-^Lucy ; gallina^^fowl, galapago^^turtle, anguilla 

^neel ; plno:=pine, pdsto (and pdscd)^pasturage ; ar- 

gentino^^iaid].) silver, plata^=^silver, esmerdlda^ emerald, 

arena^=^sand ; agUds^waters ; pdta^=paw, or large foot, 

cabSllo=hair ; cruz^=cross (crucifix), pilar ^^pillar , — 

pdso=^passage, pardiso^=paradise, aire (plur. aires or 

dyres)=^air, fiiego^=fire ; — dominlca^ Sunday, domingo 

^Sunday, Lord's Day, asuncion=^ assumption, paz= 

peace ; — grdcias — thanks, grdnde = great, maydr = 

greater, bldnco=white, colorddo:=red (or colored), ver- 

mejo^red, negro^black, calUnte^^hot (ardent), tem- 

pldda^^ temperate, frid=:cold, nevddo (fern. nevddd)^= 

snow covered, snowy, rdpido-=rapid, salddor=(s2i\ty\ 

brackish, diilc&^= sweet, fresh (water) ; — bueno-=^good, 

vero=ztrue, rico=^rich, r8dl=^royal, san, sant (fern. 

sdnta)-=i saint (holy); — ^/(plur. /(9j')=the (masc.) la=^ 

the (fern.); — de-=of (gen., with the masc. article del=: 

of the); a=^to (dat). 

TiERRA DEL FuEGO=LAND OF FIRE (so named by Ma- 
gellan on account of great fires which he saw along the 
coast and which he supposed to be the eruption of vol- 
canoes); — Trinidad (island) was discovered by Colum- 
bus, on the 31st of July, 1498, and received its name in 
honor of the Holy Trinity ; — San Salvador (island, 
country and «'/j')=the Holy Saviour ; — Santa Lucia 
= saint Lucy (discovered by Columbus, on the 13th of 
December, 1498, the day of Santa Lucia); — Dominica 
(island)=:SuNDAY (discovered by Columbus on the 3d 
of November, 1493, a Sunday, in ecclesiastical Spanish 
dominlca, Lord's Day);— Santo Domingo (island, state, 
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and «'/j') = THE HOLY Sunday, or holy SabbatK); — Islas 

DE LOS GalAPAGOS= ISLANDS OF TURTLES; ISLA DE 

PiNos=isLAND OF PINES; — Anguilla=eel — {island)\ 
Puerto Rico, in Portuguese Porto Rico {island and 

^//j/) — THE rich harbor. CaBO DE LAS GaLLINAS= 

CAPE OF fowls; — Cabo DE LA Santa Cruz=cape Holy 
Cross : — Cabo del Pilar=cape of pillars {ox columns); 
— Cabo de Gracias a Dios=cape thanks to God! — 
Punta de Arenas= sandy cape (or sandy point of 
land). — The Cordilleras=the chains of mountains; 
" Andes," irovn. Peruvian "anti," sxgni^es copper , or metal 
in general, and the Cordilleras de los Andes, there 
fore, means the chains of the metal or copper moun- 
tains ; — Cordillera Real=:the royal Cordillera ; — 
Sierra Madre=: mother mountains (so called in dis- 
tinction from the chains running out from this range "of 
mountains); — Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta = the 
snowy mountains of Saint Martha ; — Nevado de 
Sorata = the snowy peak of Sorata ; — Pico de Ori- 
zaba=peak of Orizaba (so the Citlaltepetl x's, named by 
the Spaniards);— Pico Mayor=the greater peak {i. e. 
the Popocatepetl); — Paramos= desert highlands (in 
the Cordilleras); — Rio Colorado=red river; — Rio 
Vermejo=red river; — Rio Negro=black river; — 
Rio Grande del Norte^great river of the north ; 
— Rio Rapido=the rapid river, also named Rio de 
Santander=river of St. Andrew (in Mexico); — {Rio 
de) LA Platan (rzWr, or stream of) silver (so called 
by Diego Garcia, in 1527, from the silver brought to 
him by the natives) ; — Rio de San Juan = river of St. 
John; — Rio Salado = the brackish river: Rio 
DuLCE (in Argentina and Guatemala) ^the river of 
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FRESH water; — Desaguadero= A DRAIN (£ e. from 
Lake Titicaca to Lake Pansa). 

In Mexico and Central America the belts of land are 
distinguished as : TierrasCalientes=the hot regions 
(on the coast), Tierras Templadas=the temperate 
regions, and Tierras Frias=the cold regions {i. e. the 
highland); — Costa Rica=rich coast; El Istmo=:the 
isthmus (of Panama); — Ecu ador= equator (so named 
from its position under the equatorial line); — Argentina 
INLAND OF silver ; — Patagonia^land of the men 
with large feet (so called by the discoverer Magellan 
and his companions, from the large-footed men {Pata- 
gones) found there (see pp. 370-371, Journal A. G. S., 
1887); — Bolivia=land of Bolivar, liberator of the 
South American States from Spanish dominion ; — 
Colombia=land of Columbus. 

Angostura = («'^ on tke~) narrows (of the Orinoco) ; 
it is also named Ciudad Bolivar=city of Bolivar; — 
Villa de Minas=city of mines (in Uruguay);— Ciudad 
Real=royal city (in Mexico); — Puerto Principe= 

HARBOR (of the) PRINCE ;— -PuERTO CaBELLO= HARBOR 

OF hairs; — EsMERALDA = Emerald; — Aguas Calientes 
= HOT WATERS or jr^rz'^^f J- (in Mexico); — El Paso (del 
Norte)-^TYi'E. (northern) passage (a frontier-town of 
Mexico; — Pasto, and VKSco^(place of) pasturage; 
hence Cerro (ridge of mountain) de Pasto, and Cerro 
DE Pasco ; — Valparaiso=valley of paradise ; Vera 

CRUZ = THE TRUE CROSS ; SaNTA Fe = THE HOLY FAITH ; 

— Asuncion^ (the city of) Assumption ; La Paz=the 
PEACE (or place ofpeace)\n Bolivia and Lower California; 
— Buenos Ayres=good air. — Espiritu Santo=(«'/j/ 
of the) Holy Ghost (on the island of Cuba); — Santiago 
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=:St. James ; — San Jose=St. Joseph ; — San Juan=St. 
John. 

Portuguese ; bahia^bay, cabo:=cape, recife=-reef, 
sSrra=^mountains, cordilheira^a chain of mountains^ 
rid^nv&T (water), bdrra^a narrow entrance ; — cidade^ 
city, z/z7/«^ (village), town, city; par to ^ harbor ; o 
santo (plur. os sdntos)^the saint ; — Luis^Lewis, Pddro 
^ Peter ; — Rogue (R6k&)^P ochres ; — maddiro^wood ; 
sdva^forest ; matto=-copsewood, bushes; — wma; (plur. 
minas)-=^mine; ouro^gold; — espinhafo^{t\\e spine, and) 
a ridge of mountain; Jandiro^January ; — ndrte=^ 
north, sul^south, brdnco^white, negro=^black, preto-=^ 
black, gr dsso^ large, grande^gr eat, billo (fern, bdlld)^^ 
beautiful, seguro^ secure, aldgre:=^(yW\d), frequented^ 
gerdl{plur. gerdSs)^gG.nG.r:a.\ ; diamantino (iem. diaman- 
tlna) ^ rich in diamonds ; sao^saint, holy; — todo (plur. 
tddos)^all; ^ (plur. os)^the (masc), «^i?^^ (genit., with 
the masc. article : do=^of the). 

Bahia de todos OS Santos=bay of all the saints 
(discovered on All Saints' Day, in 1503). — Cabo 
Branco=the white cape ; — Cabo de San Roque=: 
Cape of St. Rochus (so named because it was discovered 
on the 1 6th of August, 1502, the day of 6^/. Rochus) ; 

SeRRA do EsPINHAgO=:THE RIDGE OF MOUNTAINS; 

CORDILHEIRA GrANDE=THE GREAT CORDILHEIRA (the 

great chain of mountains) ; — Cordilheira Geral=:the 

GENERAL CoRDILHEIRA. RiO BrANCO = THE WHITE 

RIVER, a tributary of the Rio Negro=the black 
river; — Rio Grande do Sul==great river of the 
south (River and Province in Southern Brazil, so called 
in distinction from the Rio Grande do Nortel great 
river of the north ; — Madeira=wood river (it 
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carries along great tree-trunks in times of floods); — 
Selvas= FORESTS ; — Matto Grosso=thick copse wood ; 
— MiNAS Geraes=general mines. 

Bahia (city) = bay ; — {Cidade de) Recife (de Pernam- 
buco)=-(ctty on the) reef {of Pernambuco) ; — Villa 
Bella =:;the beautiful village, or city ; — Porto Se- 

■GURO = THE SECURE HARBOR ; PoRTO AlEGRE = THE FRE- 
QUENTED harbor; — Rio DE Janeiro=water of Jan- 
UARius (it is situated on an arm of the sea named 
*' Janeiro" probably from its discovery by Solis on the 
feast-day of Januarius, January i, 1501); — Barra do 
Rio Negro=the narrow entrance into the black 

RIVER ; OuRO PrETO = THE black gold ; DiAMANTINO 

(in Matto Grosso) = and Diamantina (in Minas Geraes) 
=:rich in diamonds ; — Sao Luis= Saint Lewis ; — SAo 
Paulo=:Saint Paul ; Sao Pedro {do Rio Grande)=^ 
Saint Peter {on the great river). 

* The settlement of Blumenau in Brazil was founded 
\>y the German physician, Dr. Blumenau, of Brunswick, 
in 1850. 

French : portz=z harbor, terre {te.rr)=zland, prince 
{pr6ss)=^prince ; — Pierre {Vlerr)^ Peter, Thom^ {Tom€) 
=: Thomas; — croix (kr6a)=:tr£».y.y.- — grand {^rSi)=^gr eat, 
■basse {h^.ss)=^ low ; St., saint (s3.)=:saint, holy;- — au (0) = 
to the (dat). 

St. Croix (island, and city) = HOLY cross; — St. 
Thome= Saint Thomas. — The island of Guadeloupe is 
-divided into Grande Terre— the great land, and 
Basse Terre^the lower land ; — Port au Prince= 

HARBOR OF THE PRINCE ; St. PiERRE=SaINT PeTER (on 

the island of Guadeloupe). 

* Definitions of some Mexican geographical names 
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have been given on p. 371, Journal, A. G. S., 
1887. 

In the language of the natives of South America 
Orinoco means a stream, /«ra, hence ParanA= river 
and Paraguay=:river of parrots; ARAU=yri?i?, and, 
therefore, Araucanians (in Chile) = THE free men ; — 
Petcherais= FRIENDS (so named from their addressing 
the strangers by the word " petcherais)." 

The Staits of Magellan, so called because discov- 
ered and first navigated by Magalhdes, or Magellan 
(Spanish), a Portuguese navigator in the Spanish serv- 
ice, in the first voyage round the world (1519-20). — 
The name of Antilles originated from a mythological 
island, Antilla, which the first discoverers thought to 
have found in the island of Hayti. — The Virgin Islands 
were discovered by Columbus, in 1494, and so called by 
him (in honor of the "eleven thousajtd virgins)." — The 
Falkland Islands were first named after the English 
Lord Falkland, but, afterwards, Isles Malouines (by 
French navigators of .5"/. Maid) ; hence in English 
Malouine Islands. — Juan Fernandez (island) was 
discovered by a navigator of the same name, in 1576. — 
Cape Horn (Hoorn) was so called by the Dutch dis- 
cover, Schouten, after his native town, the city of 
Hoorn, in Holland ; and Aspinwall (Colon) took its 
name from Aspinwall, the builder of the railway over 
the isthmus of Panama. 

*After European cities, Cordoba (in the Argentine 
Republic), Granada, and Leon (in Nicaragua), Nassau 
(on the island of New Providence), Valencia (in Venez- 
uela) and many others. 



